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REPORT. 


Santa Fe, N. M., January 15, 1908. 
To the Governor of New Mexico. 


Thé Historical Society of New Mexico respectfully presents 

the following report: 
" During the past two years, since the last:session of the leg- 
islature, the rooms of the society in the Palace, have been 
kept open to the publie every day, including Sundays and 
holidays, and have been visited by a vast number of people. 
In fact, to most tourists they are the most attractive place 
in the city, and they are certainly becoming more and more 
interesting as our collections of various classes increase. 
The number of people who have visited the rooms in these 
two years is estimated from the registry books, to exceed 
10,000; representing all parts of our country and the world 
at large. ; 

The legislative appropriation for the purchase of objects 
of antequarian interest, though small, has enabled the society 
to obtain a number of rare specimens, and prevent there be- 
ing taken from the territory. 

In making selections the object has been to secure any ar- 
ticle of real rarity, which might not again be obtainable, and 
so far as possible to filhup and perfect our collection repre- 
. senting the different eras in the history of New Mexico. As 
years pass, the increasing rarity of certain classes of articles 
become very apparent. For example, the religious paintings 
ou skins, of which the original number was very limited, is 
naturally becoming exhausted, as one after ariother finds a 
permanent home in some collection here or is taken to the 
east and is thus lost to the territory forever. Fifteen or twen- 
ty years ago, it was not unusual to see a few of these pictures 
in the- curiosity shops, but since 1890, not more than two 
have been obtainable in that way altogether. The same is 
the case with pictures on wood in relief, which are now very 
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rarely seen. 'l'his shows theimportance of making collections 
at the proper time, and loosing no opportunity to obtain rare 
Specimens. 

The collection now in the historical rooms could not be du- 
plicated for any amount of money; and the value even of spe- 
cimens that are not unique, is constantly increasing. The 


value of the work of the society, hampered as it has been by « 


lask: of funds, is beyond calculation; because it is a work which 
ift had not been done when it was, could not have been done 
atall The files of early New Mexican papers, for example, 
are entirely unique. They are the only accurate sources of 
contemporaneous history, and if they had been allowed to be 
destroyed or carried away, the loss would have been without 
remedy. 

The set of pictures of the early governors and other pro- 
minent citizens of a past generation, is the only one that ex- 
ists; and is frequently consulted by writers of history. The 
primitive bellows which has long been an object of interest 
in the museum, is believed to be the sole survivor of its 
class, and illustrates a phase in industrial development bet- 
ter than many pages of description. We are endeavoring now 
to perfect, as far as possible the collection of tools, utensils 
and household articles, generally used in the Spanish and 
Mexican eras; and important additions have been made to 
this department during the past year. 

The death of George Herbert, who was the only man who 
made much of a collection before the coming of the railroad, 
we thought would present an opportunity to obtain many 
rare articles. Measures were taken to get into communica- 
tion with his administrator, when appointed, and secure his 
collection for the Society. After many delays the articles 
were brought to Santa Fe, but those that we most desired 
had disappeared, probably disposed of gradually during his 
life time. The Society bought all that remained, securing a 
curious and interesting chest, and one picture on skin— 
Santa Barbara—of the seven or eight which he had posses- 
sed. 


The increasing collections require more space, and suitable 


cases for their preservation and exhibition. It will soon be 
quite a problem to find a proper place for new articles as 
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they are obtained. Book cases with gíass fronts are much 
needed for the more valuable and interestirr books. 

The collection of pottery has recently heen enriched witz, 
a number of excellent specimens of old Zuni manufacture, 
and others from Zia and Acoma. 

We have only recently commenced to make a collection of 
basketry. In this we do not propose to go beyond the limits 


` of New Mexico, or at furthest beyond the original limits. 


The Society has recently acquired 24 specimens of Apache 
and Navajo basketry, all showing marks of very long use, but 
presenting an interesting variety of ornamentation. In many 
of then the bottoms kave been entirely worn away, and have 
been replaced by pieces of leather, rawhide, wood, or coarse 
cloth. Sixteen of this specimens same from the Pueblo of 
Acoma where they have been used for at least a generation. 

The library of the Society is constantly increasing. Sis- 
ter Societies and National and State officials add to our col- 
lections by their kindly contributions, many of which are of 
great value. We need to publish atleast one pamphlet a 
year, to send to Sister Societies in exchange for their favors. 
The books purchased are exclusively of those on subjects | 
connected with this region of country, of early explorations 
of discovery and colonization, of American antiquities, and 
matter relating to the native races. Our funds for such 
purchase being very small, we have to limit our aequisitions 
very closely to these subjects, but we are gradually accumul- 


'ating books of this class of much interest, value and rarity. 


This is done by a most careful inspection of the catalogues 
of dealer in Americana, in England, France, Germany and 


- Mexico, as well as in our Eastern cities. The following is a 


list of some of the more interesting works, now in possession 
of the Society: 

Ramusio’s Collection of Voyages and Travels. Vol. 8, 
quarto, vellum, Venice 1550. This contains the relations of 
Cortez, letters of Alvarado and Godoy, Conquest of Peru, 
etc, and.the entire Relation of Alvarez Nufiez Cabeza de Baca, 
Fra Marcos de Niza; and letters of Coronado. 

The Discovery of New Mexico by Espejoin 1583. Vellum, 
Paris, 1588. This also contains travels in China, Tartary and 
the Philippins. 
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Relation of Shipwreck and Adventure of Cabeza de Baca, © 


Ternaux-Campans, Paris, 1837. 

Commentaries of Cabeza de Baca, Paris, 1837. 

Narrative of Coronado’s Expedition, by Castafieda, Paris, 
1888. 

Narative of the Conquest of Mexico—Paris, 1838. 

Explosition of the Spaniards to the Island of California in 
1688—Paris, 1685. 

General History of New noni de Sahagun 3 
volumes, Spanish—Mexico, 1829, 

Sahagun’s General History of New Spain. French tran- 
slation, quarto—Paris, 1880. l 

History of the Civil Wars of the Spaniards in the Indies. 
By Garcilassédeta Vega, quarto vellum—Paris, 1658. 

History of New Mexico by Alvaro Tezozomoc, 2 vols— 
Paris, 1858. as 
' History-of-the Incas of Peru. By Garcilasso de la Vega, 2 
vols. —Amsterdam, 1715. 

Conquest of Florida. By Garcilasso de la Vega, 2 vols.— 
Leyden, 1731. wo. l 

Conquest of Mexico by Solis, 2 vols.—Paris, 1780. 

History ofthe Civilized Nations of Mexico by Brosseur de 
Bourbourg, 4 vols., Royal octavo—Paris, 1857. 

Four letters on Mexico, the hieroglypic system; stone age, 
bronze age, etc. By Brosseur de Bourbourg, Royal octavo, 
464 pp.—Paris, 1868. 

Autograph Memories of Augustin de Iturbide—Paris, 
1824. 

History of Öbliforkie, 3 vols.—Paris, 1766. 

Exploration of Oregon and California, Mogras, 2 vols, Royal 
8vo.—Paris, 1844. 

Conquest of New Mexico, by d de Villagra, 2 vols. 
—Mexico 1900. 

Reales Ordenanzes de la Mineria de Nueva Espafia, folio— 
Madrid, 1788. 

Mexico, New Mexico and California, Brentz Mayer—Hart- 
ford, 1831. - 

Reconnoissances in New Mexico and California—Emory, 
Albert and Cooke—Washington, 1848. 


X 
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Collection of .Voyages and Travels, consisting of six hun- 
dred of the most authentic writers beginning with Hackluit, 
Ramusio, Carreri, DeByre, Herrera, Coreal, Purchass, Ala- 
mandini, Thevenot, Grynaus, Oviedo, Musseus, etc. .-Trans- 
lated into English together with other Voyages, or Discove- 
ries by Columbus, Cortez,- Dampier, Conley, Funnel, Rogers, 
Clapperton, etc. By John Harris, F. R. S. Illustrated by 
Charts, Maps, and quaint old Engravings. 2 immense folio 
volumes, London, 1744 

History of the Chichimeques—I[xtlilxochitl—2 volumes 
Paris, 1840. 

Prehistoric America, slustiatem. Marquis de Nadaillac. 
Paris, 1883 

Reconnoissance in New Mexico and Texas. —Johnson, 
Smith, Maury, Simpson, etc—Washington, 1850 

Exploration of the Red River—Maury- and McClellan 


. Washington, 1854. 


Mexican. Boundary Report —-Emory—2 volumes quarto, 
Washington. 

Peruvian Antiquities—Rivoro and Zschudi. 

Rambles in Yucatan—Norman. 

Many of the above are of great rarity, and a number are to : 
be found in no library iu the United States outside of New 
York. The possession of an account of Cabeza de Baca’s 


- journey printed less than 20 yearsafter its occurrence, of the 


narrative of Marcos de Niza and Coronado within 15. years; 
and of the rare volume containing the full narration of Espe- 
jo’s expedition printed only five years after the events that 
it describes, is a piece of great good fortune, and makes San- 
ta Fe the Mecca of the southwestern historian. 

We have also a collection of newspaper files that is unique 
and of great value, the Santa Fe newspapers running back . 
to October-1847, in the midst of the Mexican War. 

The Society is now arranging for the classification and 
cataloging of its collections, which will add much to their 
available value. 

In asking the interest and co-operation of all public spirit- 
ed citizens of this Territory, and the generous aid of the 
Legislature, we desire to impress on all the importance of - 
work in this direction at this time. The most valuable anti- 
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quities of New Mexico are being carried away with great 
rapidity. They are being sent out of the Territory, literally 
by car loads, to grace other museums in distant States or 
across.the ocean. If we are to save them to their original 
home, they must be secured now. Rare and interesting 
specimens, excavated of found in remote settlements, do not 
wait long fora purchaser. They are always in demand. . 

We must therefore be on the constant lookout for articles * 
. of real worth, and provided with funds to secure them. 

The Palace at Santa Fe is altogether the most interesting 
building, historically, in tbe country. It is a remark- 
able antiquity itself. It certainly should be the home of a 
great Sonthwestern Museum. The Territory offered it to 
the Smithsonian Institute for that purpose, but they cannot 
accept it. New Mexico should therefore use it, itself, in that 
appropriate manner. It belongs to the Territory and should 
be filled with the antiquities and historical objects of the 
Southwest. This Society offers its services for the selec- ^ 
tion, aequisition, arrangement and preservation of such 
articles, with no expense for personal services or time. 

We respectfully ask an increased appropriation for the 
purchase of historical articles and books, and submit that 
the money thus expended is of far more lasting value and 
benefit, than the most of that appropriation for other pur- 
poses. 

Very respectfully, for the:Society, 
. L. BRADFORD PRINCE, Pres. 
W. J. MILLS, Vice Pres. 
W. M. BERGER, Rec. Secy, 
W. H. BARTLETT, Cor. Secy. * 
GEO. W. KNAEBEL, Treas. 
H. WOODRUFF, Custodian. 


OFFICE OF GEO. W. KNAEBEL, 
Treasurer of the Historical Society of New 
Mexico, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
Santa Ne, N. M. December 1, 1902, ] 


To His Execellency M. A. Otero, Governor of New Mexico, Santa Fe. 


Sır:—I have the honor to submit the following itemized 
and detailed statement ofall receipts and disbursements of 
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the Historical Society of New Mexico, for the fiscal year end- 
ing November 30th, A. D. 1902, being the fifty-third fiscal 
year: 

Mr. Solomon Spiegelberg, late treasurer of the said The 
Historical Society of New Mexico, having removed from 
Santa Fe and resigned his office, transmitted to the Auditor 
‘of Public Accounts of the territory the following statement 
of accounts from December Ist, 1901 to August 31, 1902, and 
at the same time deposited with the Territorial Treasurer, 
the sums of $5.91 and $14.56, the balance then in his hands: 


EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 
December, 1901, to Augnst 31, 1902. 


Dr. 
Received from Territorial Treasurer..... ... am $ 163 33 
1901. Cr. 
Dec. By balance. aaa en c.e.: $ 32 92 
1902. 
Jan. 7 H. Woodruff, salary Sept. to J anuary.. 37 50 
Feb.13 Expressage.......... eee onn nnn 1 00 
Apl. 5 B. Carrillo, WO0d......ooooomoccoromm.... 14 00 
“ 26 H. Woodruff, January 4, to April 27...... 40 00 
. Aug.31. Ditto April 27 to August 3l........ ...... 35 00 
Balance paid J. H. Vaughn, Treas...r.... 5 91 


$ 166 33 .8 166 33 


* 


PURCHASE ACCOUNT. 


1902 Dr. 

Jan. 7, Received from territorial Treas.... $ 79 64 
1902 7 Or. 

Apl. 19, By Mailachet, ad mr. of relics......$ 40 00 

June 28, J. W. Cadby, books...... ........ 17 00 


L: B. Prince for cash paid for books 8 00 


Aug. 31, Bal. paid J. H. Vaughn, Treas..... 14 56 . 


1 


$ 79 64 $ 79 64 

The undersigned present treasurer of the society was duly 
elected November 6, 1902, to fill the vàcancy caused by the 
resignation of Mr. Spiegelberg. Following is a statement, 
itemized and detailed, of accounts of said present treasurer, 
from said November 6, 1902, to November 30, 1908, inclusive: 


EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 


-1901 - Dr. 


Nov. 18, Received from Ter: Treas..... $331 61 
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Cr. 

. By cash paid Henry Woodruff, cu- ’ 
rator, for salary from Aug. 2 
to Oct. 26, 1902, 12 weeks, at 
$2.50 as per order president 


and secretary ..............$ 20 60 

17, Cash paid E. Montoya, wood...... 75 

21, Cash paid D. S. Lowitzki desk..... 30 00 

22, Cash paid J. Weltmer stationery.. 70 

26, N. M. Ptg. Co. printing & staty.. 29 50 

Nov. 30, Bal. in hand society Treas........ 234 31 


. $ 881 61 $331 61 
PURCHASE ACCOUNT. 


- 1902 Dr. . 
Nov. 18, Received from Ter. Treas......... $ 177 46 
Cr. - 

Nov. 20, A. F. Spiegelberg relics .......... $ 16 00 

J. S. Candelario > 20 

Abe Gold relies.................. 85 75 

Nov. 21, Julian Padilla relies.... .......... 12 00 

Pedro Muniz EE ck ai iva edb, ales DU 

Nov. 27, L. Bradford Prince relics...... .. 9 50 

30, Bal. in hands said treasurer:...... 63 46 


$ 177 46 $177 46 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. W.-K NAEBEL, 
Treasurer, etc. 


Territory of New Mexico, T 
County of Santa F'e. 


George W. Knaebel being duly sworn says heis Treasurer 
of the Historical Society of New Mexico, and that the above 
and foregoing accounts of himself as such treasurer, are 


correct. 
GEO. W. KNAEBEL, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me January 13,1908. 


Notary Public, Santa Fe Co., N. M. 


